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Based on Andrew Ward’s post-Civil War epic “Dark Midnight When I Rise,”      
Steal Away is the legendary true story of The Fisk Jubilee Singers, a 

sensational young warrior choir fighting the KKK’s reign of terror against      
their schools - the newly-founded HBCUs - not with bullets or bombs but            

electrifying songs of faith and freedom.  Steal Away follows the choir’s   
titanic rise from the darkness of slavery to the glittering ballrooms and 

throne rooms of England as they conquer the world... and must then 
conquer their own demons. 

A music-filled epic, Steal Away will feature a spectacularly diverse cast     
(Bridgerton, Hamilton), towering characters with sweeping dramatic arcs, 

the strongest Black female lead ever onscreen, and a soundtrack by 
multi-Grammy-winning legend Billy Childs.

https://www.realmpictures.co/directorsnotes


AMERICA “MERRIE” ROBINSON

African-American, female, 20-22, a Fisk Jubilee Singer.

Though roughly the same age as the others, there’s something 
motherly about Merrie.

Merrie is an old soul – gracious, elegant, prayerful, wise – 
a woman of deep insight and quiet strength.

Merrie’s ancient wisdom and strong hands will stabilize her 
beloved friend Ella and steer her through the dark, deadly 
trenches she will face on her epic journey.

[LEAD]





2.

CONGREGATION
PRAISE BE!!

AMERICA
For heaven help us - heaven help 
humanity - should she ever ascend to 
the throne!

CONGREGATION
NOOOOOOOOOO!!!!

America and the choir break out chanting --

AMERICA AND CONGREGATION
NEVER DIE MR. WHITE, NEVER DIE DIE DIE!
NEVER DIE MR. WHITE, NEVER NEVER NEVER DIE!

They break out laughing.  Ella rolls her eyes.

AMERICA
(Elizabethan accent)

Who’ll toast that Despot of Diction, 
Tyrant of Tempo, Pharaoh of the Fermata, 
terror to the fool and faint heart?

 White stands.

AMERICA
Ah, that noble signior who, despite 
his name, skin and birth certificate, 
doth oft strike us as more black than 
fair.  Brother White, you have the 
floor.

2.

End
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