
 
 

Based on Andrew Ward’s epic “Dark Midnight When I Rise,” Steal Away   
is the legendary true story of George White, Ella Sheppard and           

The Fisk Jubilee Singers, a spectacular choir of young former slaves 
fighting the KKK’s reign of terror against their schools not with bullets     

or bombs but sensational songs of faith and freedom.  Steal Away 
follows the choir’s titanic rise from the darkness of slavery to the 

glittering ballrooms and throne rooms of Europe as they conquer the 
world… and must then conquer their own demons. 

One of the most breathtaking stories ever known, Steal Away will 
feature a spectacularly diverse international cast, the strongest 
Black female lead ever onscreen, and a sweeping soundtrack by 

multi-Grammy winning composer Billy Childs. 
 



MILO CRAVATH

Caucasian, 60s, a militant, hawkish, notoriously unsentimental 
abolitionist -- although his physicality and facial features 
don’t necessarily appear imposing (see below).

Civil rights crusader Cravath is the fearsome Director of the 
American Missionary Association (AMA).  His lifelong war 
against Southern supremacism and their armies of terror has 
shaped him into a hard-charging war hawk that some liken to 
Genghis Khan.

Cravath’s take-no-prisoners crusade mercilessly enslaves the 
Fisk Jubilee Singers that are touring for his cause, driving 
them to the brink of destruction and death, and making 
Cravath look like the very enemy he’s fighting.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

It might be tempting to read Cravath as heartless and 
uncaring, especially in the last monologue below, but his 
intensely sensitive eyes and moving backstory tell a far 
deeper story.

A fiery abolitionist and enemy of oppression that has long 
fought and bled for a colorblind nation, Cravath’s commitment 
to equality is beyond question.  But the Knights’ murderous 
reign of terror against African-American schools has 
profoundly upped the stakes in the war against oppression.

Cravath sees himself as a do-or-die commander in a just and 
dire war – he’d march you, or himself, into cannon fire if it 
would advance the cause of Freedom.  This conflict - the 
willingness to sacrifice humans in the name of humanity - is 
an inner torture that, if we look carefully, we might read in 
Cravath’s eyes.

Note: We may cast Cravath against type -- i.e., we might cast 
for a slight build and unassuming facial features so that 
Cravath’s raging explosion at the end of Act 2 takes 
absolutely everybody by surprise.
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