
 
 

Based on Andrew Ward’s epic “Dark Midnight When I Rise,” Steal Away   
is the legendary true story of George White, Ella Sheppard and           

The Fisk Jubilee Singers, a spectacular choir of young former slaves 
fighting the KKK’s reign of terror against their schools not with bullets     

or bombs but sensational songs of faith and freedom.  Steal Away 
follows the choir’s titanic rise from the darkness of slavery to the 

glittering ballrooms and throne rooms of Europe as they conquer the 
world… and must then conquer their own demons. 

One of the most breathtaking stories ever known, Steal Away will 
feature a spectacularly diverse international cast, the strongest 
Black female lead ever onscreen, and a sweeping soundtrack by 

multi-Grammy winning composer Billy Childs. 
 



SARAH SHEPPARD

African-American, female, plays 30 then later 50.

Ella’s enslaved mother.  A quietly towering figure.

Cursed by slavery, Sarah is the “property” of a cruel master.  
Devastated at learning he's been secretly exploiting her 
three-year-old daughter Ella to spy on other slaves then 
torturing them for disobedience, Sarah makes a harrowing 
sacrifice to protect her precious girl at any cost, a 
sacrifice that will tear Sarah’s heart to shreds and haunt 
Ella for the remainder of the film.

A deeply emotional role.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Though enslaved, Sarah is anything but weak.  Bold and 
unflinching, her penetrating eyes, manner and speech reveal 
a woman of deep intellect, dignity, and courage.

Important: Sarah’s dialogue, written in the vernacular of 
19th-century enslaved communities, should be read as rich,
vivid, and full of nuance, at times resounding with almost
poetic beauty.












	Steal Away Sides Intro Page (13) (for SAM.com).pdf
	Sarah (Director's Note).pdf
	SARAH SHEPPARD 12-14-21.pdf



