
For Director's Notes and the full script, please visit RealmPictures.co/DirectorsNotes

Based on Andrew Ward’s post-Civil War epic “Dark Midnight When I Rise,”      
Steal Away is the legendary true story of The Fisk Jubilee Singers, a 

sensational young warrior choir fighting the KKK’s reign of terror against      
their schools - the newly-founded HBCUs - not with bullets or bombs but            

electrifying songs of faith and freedom.  Steal Away follows the choir’s   
titanic rise from the darkness of slavery to the glittering ballrooms and 

throne rooms of England as they conquer the world... and must then 
conquer their own demons. 

A music-filled epic, Steal Away will feature a spectacularly diverse cast     
(Bridgerton, Hamilton), towering characters with sweeping dramatic arcs, 

the strongest Black female lead ever onscreen, and a soundtrack by 
multi-Grammy-winning legend Billy Childs.

https://www.realmpictures.co/directorsnotes


BENNIE HOLMES
African American, male, 18-19, a Fisk Jubilee Singer.

Sharp, bookish, and intellectual savvy, Bennie is an aspiring 
orator whose dream is to follow in Frederick Douglass’ 
footsteps and change the world.  But his crippling insecurity 
– he stammers with stage fright and is blinded by sweat when 
speaking – makes Bennie his own worst enemy.

As civil war rages within the choir, each side fights for 
Bennie’s loyalty, harrowing him with the decision of whether 
to defend the choir’s leaders or join the mutiny that will 
destroy them.  And when he is tragically struck with the 
illness that brings him face-to-face with his own imminent 
death, it appears all hope is lost that Bennie will ever 
realize his dream.

Until something unexpected thunders from within...

[LEAD]
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